


effective date for temporary rates thereby enabling the Commission's approval of temporary rates 
for effect July 1, 2019. Therefore, there is no legal impediment to the setting of temporary rates 
pending the filing of a permanent rate petition, as long as that permanent rate petition is filed on 
or before the effective date of temporary rates. 

As discussed in the joint testimony of Company Witnesses Eric H. Chung and Troy M. Dixon, the 
reports on file with the Commission show that PSNH is earning substantially less than the return 
on equity approved by the Commission a decade ago in Docket No. DE 09-035. 5 Review of 
permanent rate issues is not required for the investigation of temporary rates; therefore, the fact 
that the permanent case will follow by 30 days has no negative impact on the Commission's 
temporary rate-case investigation. 

It is in the public interest to allow the temporary rate filing to precede the permanent rate filing by 
30 days. The 30-day delay in the permanent rate filing will allow the Company to assemble 
complete, accurate and reviewable cost information for the permanent rate filing based on a test 
year ending December 31, 2018, which will facilitate the Commission's in-depth review. At the 
same time, the proposed temporary rates will help to address the Company's test-year operating 
deficiency. Finally, a temporary rate effective date of July 1, 2019 is consistent with and 
implements the Commission's "Order Regarding Rate Effects from Tax Reform," Order No. 
26,177 dated September 27, 2018, requiring that TCJA benefits must be provided by PSNH to 
customers no later than July 1, 2019. 

The Company appreciates the Commission's attention to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Matthew J. Fossum 
Senior Counsel 

cc: DE 19-057 Service List 

Pub. Serv. Co. of NH. v. State, 102 N.H. 66, 69-70 (1959) (it is appropriate to use that last found return on 
equity or overall rate ofreturn when setting temporary rates). 
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